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JAVIER MANZANO, A FREELANCE PHOTOGRAPHER FOR AFP, 
WINS THE 2013 PULITZER PRIZE FOR FEATURE PHOTOGRAPHY 

 
JAVIER MANZANO, A FREELANCE PHOTOGRAPHER WORKING FOR AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE, WON THE 

2013 PULITZER PRIZE FOR FEATURE PHOTOGRAPHY ON MONDAY APRIL 15 FOR A PHOTOGRAPH OF TWO 

SYRIAN REBELS GUARDING THEIR POSITION IN THE EMBATTLED CITY OF ALEPPO. IT IS THE SECOND YEAR IN 

A ROW THAT A PHOTOGRAPHER WORKING FOR AFP HAS BEEN AWARDED THE MOST PRESTIGIOUS US 

JOURNALISM PRIZE AFTER MASSOUD HOSSAINI OF AFGHANISTAN WON IN THE BREAKING NEWS 

CATEGORY IN 2012.  
 

 

The official citation said Manzano 
was honored "for his extraordinary 
picture, distributed by Agence 
France-Presse, of two Syrian rebel 
soldiers tensely guarding their 
position as beams of light stream 
through bullet holes in a nearby 
metal wall." 
 

Born in Mexico and currently based 
in Istanbul, Turkey, Manzano 
moved to the United States at the 
age of 18 and focused his work on 
cross-border issues between the 
country of his birth and the US, 
according to the Pulitzer citation. 
Working first as a photographer 

and video journalist for newspapers, he later added television and digital media. He worked for the 
Rocky Mountain News until that paper closed in 2009 and has since worked as a freelance 
photographer covering conflicts in Mexico, Afghanistan and Syria. 
 
The Pulitzer winning photograph was part of a series of photos taken by Manzano in Aleppo in 
October 2012 which were recognised in the 2012 World Press Photo awards. 
 
 

 

About AFP 
AFP is a global news agency delivering fast, accurate, in-depth coverage of the events shaping our world from conflicts to 
politics, sports, entertainment and the latest breakthroughs in health, science and technology. With 2,260 journalists spread 
across almost every country, AFP covers the world 24 hours a day in six languages. AFP delivers the news in video, text, 
photos, multimedia and graphics to a wide range of customers including newspapers and magazines, radio and TV 
channels, web sites and portals, mobile operators, corporate clients as well as public institutions. 
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