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AFP: EMMANUEL HOOG, CHAIRMAN AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE,
ANNOUNCES HIS CANDIDACY FOR A SECOND TERM

EMMANUEL HOOG, CHAIRMAN AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF AFP, WILL ASK A MEETING OF THE
AGENCY'S BOARD OF DIRECTORS ON APRIL 4 TO REAPPOINT HIM WHEN HIS CURRENT TERM
EXPIRES ON APRIL 15.

Mr Hoog cites two main reasons in support of his decision:

1. All reform takes time and requires stability and continuity of leadership if it is to be effective.
"In 25 years, AP and Reuters have had two presidents each while AFP has had eight. Such instability hinders
proper performance by the business," Mr Hoog said.

2. Continuity alone is not enough unless it is supported by an ambition to innovate, advance and build. This
ambition takes the form of five priority challenges that AFP must meet if it is to expand its role in tomorrow's
media, backed by its values of independence, high standards and reliability:

- AFP must build international income growth relays: a video offer designed to match AFP's success in
photography, sports coverage worthy of our place among the world's top agencies and multimedia products
adapted to our clients’ mobility needs.

- We must establish a dynamic strategy in France to maintain the agency's leadership in the national market
and to remain not just a medium of reference but the indispensable operator.

- We must revise our relationship with the French government by settling a suit filed in Brussels that paralyzes
any mobilization of new public resources and delays the negotiation of our next objectives and resources
contract with the state.

- We must revamp of our production and publishing tool to make AFP a truly multimedia business.

- We must reconstruct the technical, administrative, commercial and editorial facilities at our Paris headquarters.

"I will meet these challenges with consistency, determination and the help of the agency's entire staff. These are
the reasons for my candidacy for a new three-year term," Mr Hoog said.

About AFP

AFP is a global news agency delivering fast, accurate, in-depth coverage of the events shaping our world from conflicts to
politics, sports, entertainment and the latest breakthroughs in health, science and technology. With 2,260 journalists spread
across almost every country, AFP covers the world 24 hours a day in six languages. AFP delivers the news in video, text,
photos, multimedia and graphics to a wide range of customers including newspapers and magazines, radio and TV
channels, web sites and portals, mobile operators, corporate clients as well as public institutions.
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