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About AFP 
AFP is a leading global news agency providing fast, comprehensive and verified coverage of the events shaping our world and of
the issues affecting our daily lives. Drawing from an unparalleled news gathering network across 150 countries, AFP is also a
world leader in digital investigations. With 2,600 staff representing 100 different nationalities, AFP covers the world in six
languages, with a unique quality of multimedia storytelling spanning video, text, photos and graphics. 

MEHDI LEBOUACHERA APPOINTED AFP’S NEXT GLOBAL EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Mehdi Lebouachera has been appointed as AFP’s next Global Editor-In-Chief, replacing Sophie Huet, who
is taking on a new role developing the agency’s Artificial Intelligence strategy.
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"Mehdi is an exceptional journalist and a proven leader who is equally at ease writing
stories or shooting video,” said Global News Director Phil Chetwynd.

“Throughout his AFP career he has shown an unshakeable commitment to field
reporting – first as a text reporter in France and the Middle East, and later as a video
journalist in Latin America. As a manager he has been a key member of the team
behind the success of AFPTV and our work to make our journalism relevant for the
digital age," added Chetwynd.

Mehdi Lebouachera, 45, has worked in Nicosia, Jerusalem, Gaza, Baghdad, then in Central America and Mexico as
a video journalist, before becoming Chief Video Editor for Latin America. He was then appointed Global Chief
Video Editor in Paris before being appointed, in September 2021, Chief Editor for the Asia-Pacific region,
overseeing 250 journalists in 26 countries.

Mehdi’s deputy will be Jennie Matthew, 45, who has been appointed Deputy Global News Editor to replace Chris
Otton, who will become Chief Editor for the Middle East and North Africa (MENA). 

Jennie, currently Chief Editor for Africa, was previously head of the English Desk in Paris
and a member of the Global Editor-in-Chief’s team. She has had a long career abroad:
reporter in New York, Deputy Bureau Chief in Islamabad and correspondent in Khartoum
and Jerusalem. 

Mehdi Lebouachera will start his new job after the US elections on 5 November. This is
when Sophie Huet will begin her full-time role of boosting innovation at AFP and guiding
the Agency through the changes sparked by the platforms, social media, and artificial
intelligence. 
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