
FROM UKRAINE TO MAURITANIA, AFP TAKES CENTRE STAGE AT THE 35TH 
EDITION OF THE ‘VISA POUR L’IMAGE’ FESTIVAL IN PERPIGNAN

From the 2nd to the 17th of September 2023, the International Festival of Photojournalism, Visa pour l’Image, 
will showcase the exceptional work of AFP photographers, including  Dimitar Dilkoff and Marco Longari.

For this anniversary edition, Visa pour l’Image will present around twenty exhibitions and six screening 
evenings that chronicle the most significant events from September 2022 to August 2023, alongside discussions, 
conferences, and networking opportunities.

Dimitar Dilkoff’s extensive documentation of the war in Ukraine will 
be showcased at Hôtel Pams in an exhibition titled ‘On Both Sides of 
the Frontline.’ Dilkoff has been capturing the Ukraine conflict through 
his lens since 2014 — from the outbreak of hostilities following 
the Russian annexation of Crimea to the initial clashes in Donbass 
between Ukrainian soldiers and pro-Russian separatists, backed and 
armed by Moscow. 

Over a period of nine years, Dilkoff traversed the frontline, or rather, 
the multiple frontlines. He explored abandoned villages, homes with 

shattered walls, and cellars filled with children, all results of the conflict. What common ground exists between a 
Russian trench and a Ukrainian trench? Everything. What distinguishes a cellar in Mykolaïv from an air raid shelter 
in Donetsk? Nothing. Dilkoff’s photos portray a shared humanity, illustrated through embraces, lost and vacant 
gazes, and tormented bodies, alongside numerous crosses placed within forests and fields.

The testimony of other AFP photographers who have 
been documenting the Ukraine war and its aftermath will 
also be showcased in a session dedicated to the conflict, on 
Friday, 8th September.

On Wednesday, 6th September 2023, Marco Longari’s insightful 
portrayal of Mauritania will take centre stage in a screening scheduled 
at Campo Santo. Longari, who serves as AFP’s Chief Photo Editor for 
Africa, will delve into a wide range of subjects, including education, 
the livelihoods of fishermen, urbanisation, the impact of climate 
change, and the hidden treasures of Chinguetti’s libraries.
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https://www.instagram.com/theblindkolcho/
https://www.instagram.com/marcolongari/
https://www.visapourlimage.com/en/festival/exhibitions/des-deux-cotes-de-la-ligne-de-front
https://www.visapourlimage.com/en/festival/exhibitions/des-deux-cotes-de-la-ligne-de-front


The AFP archive collection on the iconic sports car race, 24 Heures of 
Le Mans will be displayed to mark the centenary retrospective of the 
annual event.   

Grégoire Lemarchand, AFP’s Chief Editor for Digital Investigation, 
will participate in a panel discussion about the challenges of 
artificial intelligence. The discussion will take place on Friday, 8th 
September, at 3:00 PM in the Charles Trenet Auditorium at the Palais 
des Congrès.  

Visa pour l’Image in Paris and online

Certain exhibitions will be available in virtual format through the event’s official website visapourlimage.com, 
from the 2nd to the 30th of September, and will be accessible for free.

For the sixth time, Parisians will also have the opportunity to explore some of the exhibitions. From September 
16th to 30th, a collection of photos from this year’s Perpignan edition of Visa pour l’Image will also be on display 
in the heart of Parc de la Villette.

In the Grande Halle (Charlie Parker space), a selection of current affairs reports will be projected on a large screen 
during two identical and free sessions on the 22nd and 23rd of September at 8:00 PM, subject to seat availability.  

About AFP
AFP is a leading global news agency providing fast, comprehensive and verified coverage of the events shaping our world and of 
the issues affecting our daily lives. Drawing from an unparalleled news gathering network across 151 countries, AFP is also a world 
leader in digital verification. With 2,400 staff representing 100 different nationalities, AFP covers the world in six languages, with a 
unique quality of multimedia storytelling spanning video, text, photos and graphics.
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