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 « MY AFGHANISTAN »: A PHOTO CONTEST IN HONOUR OF SHAH MARAI 

 
AFP IS LAUNCHING AN ANNUAL PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION TO HONOUR SHAH MARAI, CHIEF PHOTOGRAPHER IN 

THE KABUL BUREAU, WHO WAS KILLED IN A SUICIDE ATTACK ON APRIL 30, 2018. THIS CONTEST ALSO AIMS TO 

SUPPORT AFGHAN PHOTOGRAPHERS. 
 

Throughout his career, Shah Marai showed the reality of life in 
Afghanistan with passion and tenderness. During 17 years of conflict, 
his photos captured moments of raw violence but also moments of 
beauty. 
 
To the outside world, Afghanistan is defined by the images of violence 
and tragedy that appear regularly on international news. But behind the 
violence of the conflict lies another country, full of human warmth and 
daily toil. It was also this country that Shah Marai was constantly 
striving to show to the rest of the world.  
 

That's what inspired "My Afghanistan," the theme of the competition. Afghan photographers living in Afghanistan or 
overseas are invited to submit from February 5 a series of photographs. These will reflect the reality of their people 
in Afghanistan or abroad, in their daily life, culture, environment, or social issues. Other angles could be used to 
tell the story of "their Afghanistan." 
 

Three prizes will be awarded in May at a ceremony in Paris.  

 

The competition website can be found at: www.maraiphotoaward.com 

 
 
About AFP:  
AFP is a global news agency delivering fast, accurate, in-depth coverage of the events shaping our world from conflicts to 
politics, economics, sports, entertainment and the latest breakthroughs in health, science and technology. With 2,400 staff 
spread across almost every country, AFP covers the world 24 hours a day in six languages. AFP delivers the news in video, 
text, photos, multimedia and graphics to a wide range of customers including newspapers and magazines, radio and TV 
channels, web sites and portals, mobile operators, corporate clients as well as public institutions. 
 

Join us on: 
 

 
Press contact:  Philippe Massonnet – Asia-Pacific regional director - philippe.massonnet@afp.com 
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