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AFP USES INDEPENDENT CROWD COUNTING FOR ACCURATE 
REPORTING ON DEMONSTRATIONS 
 
THE AGENCY HAS TEAMED UP WITH AROUND 20 FRENCH MEDIA GROUPS AND AN INDEPENDENT 

RESEARCH FIRM TO JOINTLY ASSESS THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE IN GATHERINGS IN ORDER TO REFLECT 

EVENTS AS ACCURATELY AS POSSIBLE.  
 
Research and consulting firm Occurrence uses two elevated sensors to trace a virtual line that counts each 
demonstrator on the ground. Manual spot counts reinforce the method. 
 
It will be used for the first time to count the number of people at public sector demonstrations in Paris on March 22. 
 

The partaking media are: AFP, France Inter, RTL, Europe 1, Franceinfo, RMC, France Culture, BFMTV, CNews, 

France 2, Médiapart, Le Monde, Le Figaro, Le Parisien, Les Echos, Libération and La Croix, with regional and 

department media represented by the UPREG regional press union.  

 
 
About AFP:  
AFP is a global news agency delivering fast, accurate, in-depth coverage of the events shaping our world from conflicts 
to politics, economics, sports, entertainment and the latest breakthroughs in health, science and technology. With 2,400 
staff spread across almost every country, AFP covers the world 24 hours a day in six languages. AFP delivers the news 
in video, text, photos, multimedia and graphics to a wide range of customers including newspapers and magazines, radio 
and TV channels, web sites and portals, mobile operators, corporate clients as well as public institutions. 
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Press contact: Caroline Bulcke  - Tel. : +33 (0)1 40 41 81 12 - caroline.bulcke@afp.com 
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